January 9, 2009 Task Force on Quality Inclusive Schooling – Eastern Regional Meeting

SUNY Albany

Those attending: Diana Straut, Kim Baker, Terry Ward, Lisa Luderman, Margaret McClane, Ruth Pagery,  Namita Modastra (Aim High/Down Syndrome Ed Committee Chair), Job Thomas, Poppy Picozzi
Some agenda items:

Funding from VESID initiative (State Ed)

Understanding inclusive school practices

Terry Ward –

BOCES is not synonymous with inclusion: great teachers working hard but it’s not systematized.
One third of special ed students are segregated to BOCES.  If those teachers left, the school wouldn’t have a rubric to go by.

Some schools (Blvd): make the product systems-oriented to be sustainable.

When a model school receives a grant, they partner with a higher ed school.  That is a component of the grant.  What does that look like?

S3STAIRproject.org – Job Thomas

STAIR nominations: as an example of systemic change/practice, how can we work with you (graphic organizer/display) to share what you do well with others?

RUBRIC considerations:  some schools have developed binders based on “look fors…”

Schools don’t know what to come up with in regards to documentation to share. Cohoes has done a great job with this.

What does protocol mean?

BOCES and segregation are not synonymous.

Morrisonville school visit (Plattsburgh) will be Feb 13.
Special Ed Certification requirements are different state to state.  Gen ed teacher prep programs include special ed courses.  How can students, new teachers work within the system (needing a job) be able to speak out on inclusion, ask questions, etc.
Diana – 

Proposal has been submitted for the funding of the TFQIS group.
Funding (up to $3000) has been built in for mini-grants. Any one can apply, ie to fill some need for a STAIR school. (Mostly higher-ed faculty.)  What will make people want to apply for these grants? 
Grants will help schools formalize (support) their process.

Job –
Replication schools get assets to have consultants come in. Model schools can exist without a rep school.  Schools that have spec ed issues could also be a SINI school. Does state decide who will be mentored?  Some schools don’t care if they haven’t done well with “SBP’S”
Rep school will be 24k for 3 rep schools in the region, 10k gets model.  (*unclear?)
Summer Symposium – retreat…

Come up with a plan to implement that’s ongoing then come back and talk about it.  
Paula Kluth – literacy, autism guest speaker.

Include students to get going on projects  
Discount for “teams” brought 

Divide it into sessions for Elementary, and Secondary Education.

Funding from various schools may be available. 

NYS Council for Exceptional Children – Dr. McClane

Suggestions: Stress bringing general ed people and offer a discount for each.
Namita Modasara – AIM High/Down Syndrome .org

Conference April 4, 2009 Holiday Inn
Teachers are looking for writing help for special ed students in the form of technology workshops.  Theme resonates with autism, but includes co-teaching, literacy development. 
Key element to literacy is continuity into the summer.  Reading tutorials are set up at the resource center.

Literacy – Kim Baker

Following changes under new administration 

Focus is now on comprehension not just fluency.

NCLB policy: states set their own policy to meet standards.
March 6th speaker – Dr. Tom Zane SUNY
On-line certification for ABA – behavior analyst

What should he speak on besides autism?

Ruth Pagery – 
How are schools addressing the increasing numbers of kids on the spectrum and what’s the most effective way to deal with them?
Where has ABA been integrated, real-life models of success?

Are there similar strategies to ABA? Want more than overview of autism.  What’s the latest? How is ABA combined with other best practices?

Summer Symposium – SUNY Albany (?)
Each team would have to identify a goal

Break out times should also deal with looking at the data (IEP follow ups).  Teachers need to be able to use data to make decisions, not just a gut feeling.

Brainstorm locations to hold symposium.
Check Paula Kluth’s availability

What organizations could we get money from?

“Teams” day 1, speaker day 2

*Centers for Autism and Related Disabilities - SUNY Albany    CARD

There is a research agenda to these agencies.  Positive behavioral supports

How do we bring in general ed colleagues at the college level?  General content “silos” could be addressed first by infusing inclusion methods into content on middle and high school levels.

